Graduate Student Council (GSC)
Discretionary Funds Request Form
Date: 3/14/06
Organization/Group: Rock the Vote 2006
Representative Name and Title: R******* N********
Email Address:********@mtu.edu
Event: Campus Voting Initiative
Event Date: Spring 2006 – Fall 2006
Amount Requesting: $5000
If some portion of the request is granted, the Graduate Student Council should (check one):

X Transfer funds to this University account D95057
□ Reimburse the responsible party upon submission of receipts
Items Necessary for Request Consideration:
· Proposed Budget

· One page Rationale of Expenditures (what the request is for and why it is necessary for improving graduate student life)

· Timeline/Schedule for Expenditures of Funds

· One representative is requested to attend the Graduate Student Council meeting at which the funding request is to be considered

Please email requests or questions about the procedure to Dan Adler at dpadler@mtu.edu.

Discretionary Funds Information
According to the GSC Bylaws, up to $10,000/yr may be allocated towards emergency expenditures and programs intended to improve graduate student life.  Standard procedure is to allow at least two weeks (time between regular meetings) of consideration before moving on a request, but the Graduate Student Council may move on the requested expenditure immediately if 2/3 of the members present approve such an action.
ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY:

Date Considered: ______________
Amount Allocated: _________________

Rationale for GSC Discretionary Funds Request
Rock the Vote 2006 is an initiative designed to increase the level of awareness and participation of students in the political process at a federal, state and local level.  The initiative is not an official student organization, rather it is a University-sponsored effort (through the Office of Student Life) organized by students at large and co-sponsored by established student organizations (MUB Board and Student Entertainment Board, currently).  In order to achieve its objectives, the initiative plans to engage students through the following activities:
· Voter Registration/Absentee Ballot Drive

· (2) Political Speakers

· Student Debate

· Easy to use online information

· Online Elections Pool

· Informational Postings

· Other Awareness and Informative Events

Fire UP to Vote 2004 (first organized initiative of this nature) completed a very successful initiative just two years ago, yielding over 200 newly registered student voters and over 400 absentee ballot requests.  Our initial goal is to double the participation in the Voter Registration/Absentee Ballot Drive.  The Student Debate, another carryover program from the first initiative, also saw great success in the first go around, netting 100+ in attendance, including six debate teams.  We also hope to double participation in this fun and rewarding event.  Additional information regarding the initial plans can be found at http://www.me.mtu.edu/****/vote.
Increasing student participation in and awareness of the political process is of benefit to the entire University, as well as the nation.  While undergraduate students (simply due to age) are more likely to be unregistered and less knowing of the political process, graduate students will be greatly impacted by this initiative.  In addition to providing a mechanism for learning more about the political process and facilitating any registration/absentee ballot needs, a significant amount of graduate students are very likely to participate in programs that this initiative will offer.  Approximately one-third of the debate team members of the Student Debate in 2004 were graduate students.  Additionally, political speakers are among the top categories of speakers that have been mentioned as potentials Ofor use of the GSC Lecture Committee’s budget.  In general, we believe that graduate students are very likely to participate in our events compared to those of many student organizations.
Rock the Vote 2006 appreciates your consideration of our request, and should you require further information before the meeting at which GSC official considers the request, we recommend that you contact one or all of the members of our executive organizing committee, as listed below.

J**** O******* –Office of Student Life (****@mtu.edu)
D**** A**** – Lead Coordinator (***@mtu.edu)

R* N**** – Assistant Coordinator (****@mtu.edu)

Timeline of Expenditures

September 2006:

Voter Registration/Absentee Ballot Drive
Big Name National Speaker, Speaker Fee and Travel/Accom.

October 2006:

State Government Speaker, Travel and Accom.

Student Debate


Online Elections Pool


Promotional/Informational Items (General)

November 2006:

Elections Day Hype

